
Values for Life 

 

The Importance of Teaching Values 

Schools and teachers are a major influence on the developing values of children and 

young people.  Children learn values at school from relationships, everyday classroom 

interactions from the examples set by adults and from more formal attempts led by 

teachers to engage in values education.  

While values education has always been seen as an important part of our ethos at 

Kingskerswell Church of England Primary School, it now has an enhanced profile and 

as a school we encourage all staff, governors and children to reflect on and articulate 

their values with much greater clarity and openness than in the past.   

Whose Values do we promote?  

The National Forum for Values Education and the Community set up in 1996 identified 

a number of values on which members believed society would agree, in order that 

schools might have a framework for development.  The forum identified that there is 

a widely held consensus on the sort of values that schools should be promoting and 

that values by their very nature are principals that we all share. They are what 

society would refer to as ‘Values for Life’ and we have chosen to promote these at 

Kingskerswell Church of England School. 

Why Christian Values? 

Meaning, ethics and vision must shape the practice of education and church schools 

have the responsibility to ground their values in the teachings of the Christian Faith 

and particularly the values found in writings which tell us about the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus. It is our Christian tradition which gives our values content and 

the stories we share with children the values moral substance. 

At Kingskerswell Church of England Primary School we encourage our children to 

think about how Christian Values are the same or different from the 21st century 

values of a secular society and the values we have chosen to promote at our school, 



whilst distinctively Christian , will be shared by community schools and with other 

faiths.   

The six values our school have chosen to primarily focus upon, though not exclusively,  

were decided upon by representatives from groups across the whole school 

community; children, teachers, teaching assistants, governors, mealtime assistants, 

PTFA members and church representatives. They are: 

 

FORGIVENESS, PEACE, FREINDSHIP, JUSTICE, 

TRUST AND COMMUNITY 

 

How do we convey values? 

Values will be communicated through: 

 the leadership of our school; mission statement and aims of our school which  

all reflect our ethos.   It is essential that our school environment is a safe and 

caring place where children can share, think about and experience ethical 

enquiry and cultivate habits required for good moral conduct.  All relationships 

in the school should offer a model of values in action. 
 teachers’ example and their use of moral language, which will help pupils to 

internalise ideas of what is acceptable and not acceptable in the living, working 

community of the church and society as a whole. 
 when a love of and respect for classroom values is encouraged so that children 

learn to resist the temptation to, for example, bully or to take more than their 

fair share at school, in order that they can come later to appreciate the global 

consequences of greed and exploitation 
 the subjects of the curriculum 

 collective worship which is an opportunity for the school to explore together 

community/Christian Values 



 learning that helps pupils to comprehend imaginatively the equal importance of 

other people and helps individual pupils in the search for meaning and purpose 

of life 
 teaching methods that convey respect for people, respect for truth, 

acceptance of responsibility for actions and a concern for justice and fairness. 
 links with Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning and Global Citizenship. 

Our Approach to teaching values 

We promote the teaching of values through: 

 adults using a range of questions to help the whole school community reflect on 

each value 

 planned opportunities for collective worship which raises awareness of each 

aspect of the value 

 Bible stories that are relevant to the themes of each value 

 stories from world faiths, which illustrate the values 

 subjects taught in the curriculum support understanding of the values in 

concrete situations 

 a selection of practical follow-up classroom activities which engage and inspire 

children  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


