
Kingskerswell Church of England Primary School 
 
Religious Education Policy 
 
Rationale: 
 
Religious Education provokes challenging questions about the meaning and purpose 
of life, beliefs about God, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. 
 
Purposes: 
Religious Education seeks to: 

 Offer children opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual 
development 

 Ask children to consider the influence of religion on individuals, families, 
communities and cultures 

 
It aims to do this by assisting pupils to: 

 Reflect on those aspects of human experience which give rise to fundamental 
questions about life 

 Develop a sensitivity to spiritual interpretations of human experience 
 Study Christianity in the main but take into account the other principal 

religions represented in Britain (KS2) 
 

It involves a wide range of concepts, skills, attitudes and emotions which develop in 
complex and subtle ways during an individual’s education. 
It requires a commitment to searching with an open and critical mind. 
It encourages the individual to gain self-understanding to explore relationships with 
others and to consider the place of the individual within the local community and 
the wider world. 
 
Guidelines: 
Religious Education at Kingskerswell Primary School: 

 Builds on the pupil’s personal, moral, spiritual and religious experience 
 Appreciates that an individual’s spiritual/religious growth and development 

goes on throughout life and is nurtured in many different ways 
 Recognises, welcomes and values what pupil’s bring from their families, the 

religious communities to which they might belong, the local community and 
relevant experiences within and outside formal education. 

 Offers a balance between the two RE Attainment Targets: 
o AT 1 = Learning about Religion 
 

In Learning about Religion children learn about different beliefs and teachings, 
practices and ways of life and how religions express themselves in different ways. 
 

o AT2 = Learning from Religion 
 



In Learning from Religion children reflect on and consider important questions of 
identity and belonging (e.g. who and what matters to me?) questions of meaning 
(e.g. what do people believe about how life began?) and values and commitments 
(e.g. who and what do I value?) 
 
 

 Develops children’s knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the 
other principal religions of Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Sikhism 

 Is presented accurately in terms of knowledge and sensitively in terms of 
beliefs and         values 

 Enhances understanding of religions as living faiths by pupils meeting, 
whenever possible, members of the faith communities both in their own 
environment and within the school 

 Provides opportunities to think about moral and ethical issues and to make 
and evaluate choices related to them 

 Encourages dialogue based on respect for the beliefs and life stances of 
others 

 Is accessible to all pupils by creating appropriate learning experiences 
designed to meet their particular physical, emotional, intellectual and 
spiritual needs 

 Employs a variety of teaching and learning styles, including circle time 
techniques, role play and reflection 

 Creates appropriate experiences and learning tasks and materials designed to 
meet the particular physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual needs of 
pupils 

 Ensures continuity and progression of learning for pupils within and across 
key stages 

 Encourages the development of a variety of skills including those related to:  
o Reflection 
o Empathy 
o Communication 
o Analysis and evaluation 
o Investigation/Enquiry 
o Reasoning 
o Social 
o Synthesis and interpretation 

 
 Involves the exploration and development of positive attitudes and the 

promotion of personal qualities such as those relating to: 
o Self-esteem 
o Respect 
o Open-mindedness 
o Appreciation and wonder  

 
Approaches to Teaching and Learning in R.E: 
R.E. is an exciting curriculum subject so we employ a variety of teaching methods.  
These include: 



 Visiting local places of worship and receiving visitors from faith communities 
 Using art, music, dance and drama 
 Children experiencing times of quiet reflection to develop their own thoughts 

and ideas 
 Using story, pictures and photographs 
 Using artefacts to help children develop their understanding of religious 

beliefs and forms of expression 
 Discussing religious and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own 

beliefs and those of others 
 Developing the use of ICT in helping children’s awareness of religions and 

beliefs 
 

Strategies: 
 A minimum of 60 minutes a week will be spent on RE at both Key Stages 
 Pupils will begin RE by exploring their experiences of themselves as 

individuals, of the world around them and of relationships with others 
 They should be encouraged to reflect on their own feelings of pleasure, pain, 

awe, wonder, mystery and beauty and express these feelings through 
speaking, movement, music, art and play as well as written work 

 This reflection provides opportunity for stimulating their imaginations and for 
forming their earliest world view 

 Pupils will develop curiosity about their own feelings and about people, 
objects, places and events around them 

 They will ask questions, some simple, some profound, and they should be 
encouraged to continue to ask questions rather than to arrive at conclusions 

 The pupil’s personal experience of religious groups and activities will vary 
greatly; some children will have none.  However, they should be encouraged 
to explore and share such experience as they have.  Initial exploration will be 
through sense-perception (seeing, hearing, touching, smelling) and a greater 
awareness of feelings about what is precious.  Their experience will enable 
them to become aware that certain people, objects, places, clothing, foods 
and occasions have special importance. 

 Any written work in both Key Stages will be kept in a separate RE exercise 
book 

 The foundations of relationship skills will be laid as pupils learn to welcome 
and explore the similarities and differences between themselves and others 

 Pupils should be encouraged to accept and value themselves and to celebrate 
a common bond between all people 

 At Key Stage 1 children study key aspects of some of the major religions of 
the world 

 At Key Stage 2 the programme of study deepens pupils understanding of the 
nature of a religion  

 Overall the RE curriculum is planned such that the pupils’ experience is 
enriched by a wide range of encounters with religion which will help to form 
their present view of the world and to provide a foundation for future 
exploration 
 



Assessment:  
 Assessment will be in accordance with the levels and principles established in 

the Agreed Syllabus.  Methods of assessment in R.E will include: 
o Observing children working 
o Listening to conversations and discussions 
o Seeking indications of understanding in children’s responses in any 

medium 
o Looking for insight in questions asked 
o Looking for sensitivity in response to what others value 
o Looking for the application of knowledge and skills previously gained 

 
 
Equal Opportunities: 
At Kingskerswell we are committed to ensuring that every child receives a broad and 
relevant Religious Education curriculum regardless of age, gender, race, culture or 
special needs. 
 
The Contribution of R.E to the Wider Curriculum: 
While R.E does have its own distinctive subject matter it does make an important 
contribution to other aspects of children’s learning.  The key ones are outlined 
below: 
 
R.E contributes to children’s spiritual development by: 

 Discussing and reflecting on questions of meaning and truth such as the 
origins of the universe, good and evil, life after death, beliefs about God and 
humanity and values such as justice, honesty and truth. 

 Learning about and reflecting on important concepts and experiences such as 
love, trust, forgiveness, obedience and sacrifice. 

 Valuing relationships and developing a sense of belonging. 
 Considering how religions and beliefs regard the value and purpose of human 

beings, the importance of the environment and the significance of emotions 
such as love, anger, jealousy, happiness and pain. 

 
R.E contributes to children’s moral development by: 

 Enabling children to value themselves and others. 
 Exploring the influence of family, friends and other sources, on moral choices. 
 Considering what is ultimate value both to children and within religious 

traditions. 
 Developing an understanding in key beliefs and teachings in religion and 

values and moral choices. 
 Considering ethical issues especially justice which promotes racial and 

religious respect. 
 Reflecting on the importance of rights and responsibilities and developing a 

sense of conscience. 
 
R.E contributes to children’s social development by: 

 Considering how religious beliefs lead to particular actions and concerns. 



 Reflecting on the importance of friendship and positive relationships. 
 
R.E contributes to children’s cultural development by: 

 Encountering people, stories, artefacts and resources from differing cultures. 
 Promoting respect for all, combating prejudice and discrimination. 
 Challenging stereotypes of religion and beliefs. 

 
R.E and the use of language 
R.E can also make an important contribution to children’s use of language by 
enabling them to:  

 Acquire and develop a specialist vocabulary. 
 Communicate their ideas with clarity. 
 Listen and respond to the views ideas of others. 

 
  
 
Notes: 

 Religious Education in county and Voluntary Controlled schools must be in 
accordance with Devon’s Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education entitled: Every 
Child Matters in RE: The Devon, Plymouth and Torbay Agreed Syllabus (2007) 

 If parents make a specific request, arrangements will be made for Religious 
Education to be provided for their children in accordance with the school’s trust 
deed. 

 Parents have the right to withdraw their children from RE. 
 A teacher may withdraw from teaching RE and should not suffer professionally by 

reason of his/her religious opinions. 
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