
Wider Re-opening of Kingskerswell CE Primary School 
 
Will school be open during the two week half term? 
No. School will be closed, including to key workers’ and vulnerable children during the two 
week half term. This is so that school leaders can ensure that actions identified on our risk 
assessment are carried out, and that we can prepare for the school to open. 
 
Will you be opening to a wider number of children on June 1st? 
No, we will be taking the next two weeks to plan carefully for the safest return possible, for 
children, staff and families. We are aiming, although this could be subject to change, to 
open on Monday 8th June, for reception children, key workers’ and vulnerable children only. 
School leaders will be spending the first week of the half term having a well-deserved break 
and the second week in school, preparing and making the school as safe as we can for a 
larger group of children to come back to. We have carried out a comprehensive- and 
extremely lengthy- risk assessment and will be taking the actions identified in this document 
so that the school is as safe as it can be. 
 
Which children will be able to come to school? 
Children in reception, as well a key workers’ and vulnerable children will be able to come to 
school on June 8th, providing the governments’ 5 measures have been met. 
 
What will school look like? 
Children will be allocated to a ‘pod’, which will have up to 15 children and two adults in it. 
These will stay together all day and will not be allowed to mix with anyone from another 
pod. Each pod will be in one classroom, which will remain the same for the entirety of this 
period. There will be a staggered start and end to the day, to promote social distancing. We 
will, as far as possible, try to keep siblings in the same pod, but this may not be possible in 
all cases. While we will bear friendships in mind, we cannot guarantee that children will be 
with all of their friends. Each pod will have its own equipment and furniture which will be 
cleaned at the end of every day. Each pod will have access to a separate part of the outdoor 
space and will not be allowed to mix with children from other pods. 
This will all look and feel very different for our children. We will, however, do our best to 
provide fun and engaging activities, whilst promoting social distancing as much as we can. 
 
Can you guarantee that my child will be safe in school? 
The health and wellbeing of your children while they are in school has always been our 
number one priority. As a school, we feel that we have developed the strongest plan that 
we can, based on government guidance, to mitigate the transmission of COVID-19. The only 
commitment I can make is that the school will do everything in its power to support and 
protect the children in our care. However, I cannot guarantee that any member of our 
community will not contract any illness or disease whilst at school. You will have seen that 
there are many conflicting pieces of information from the scientific community about the 
levels of transmission from pupil to pupil, pupil to adult, adult to pupil, and adult to adult. It 
is the government’s belief that it will be safe for children to return to school if their 5 
measures have been met. We have enhanced cleaning regimes in place, with regular wiping 
down of surfaces and equipment, as well as deep cleans taking place weekly once children 
return after the half term break. 



 
Will children be having traditional lessons? 
No. They will be given activities that are the same as the ones they have been given at 
home, and these activities will be supervised by the 2 adults within their pod. We will not be 
opening up our normal broad and balanced curriculum at this time and we will not be 
‘teaching’ children as normal or providing ‘catch up’ sessions. 
 
Will you be open full time? 
No. We will be open all day Monday to Thursday and Friday morning until 12.15pm. Friday 
afternoon will be used for a deep clean of the environment and equipment and to provide 
teachers’ release time for planning and preparation. We will be fully closed to all children, 
including key workers’ and vulnerable children on a Friday afternoon. A packed lunch will be 
provided for children to take home on Fridays. 
 
If you do not wish your child to attend school every day, please let us know. Children will be 
allocated a ‘pod’, with the same staff every day (where humanly possible); this will be the 
same pod regardless of whether they are in one, two, three, four or four and a half days a 
week. 
 
I am a key worker and my children have been attending throughout lockdown. Will they 
change groups? 
We are trying to ensure that where possible, siblings are kept in the same group. This is to 
minimise the number of households mixing together. We will be preparing details of these 
‘pods’ during the two week half term and will let families know in good time. However, this 
is an enormous piece of work, so please be patient. 
 
Will my child have their regular class teacher? 
There is a high chance your child will not be taught by their class teacher when they return. 
This is because we need to split into smaller groups and also not all teachers and teaching 
assistants are able to return to work on the school site. 
 
Will my child receive a school lunch? 
Yes. The kitchen will be providing a packed lunch, which will be delivered to the classroom. 
Children will eat their lunch at their desk, remaining in their ‘pod’. Lunches will be free, and 
there is no need to book lunches in advance. 
 
When will we know which adults will be with our children? 
As soon as we have exact numbers returning, we will be able to complete timetables. We 
shall tell parents/carers as soon as possible prior to return on June 8th. We will also prepare 
a PowerPoint for returning children for you to go through with them to help them adjust to 
the new arrangements. 
 
What about children in Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6? 
Once we have established reception children safely in school, we will look to open for Year 1 
children. Given the number of staff we have available to be in school; it is extremely unlikely 
that children from Y2-6 will be coming back to school before September. They will continue 
to have home learning provided by the teachers who are unable to be in school.  



 
What if I don't want to send my child then change my mind? 
We will plan for the numbers that tell us that they want their child to return to school. If 
families decide at a later stage they want to send their children back, we will need to revisit 
all of our risk assessments and ratios to make necessary safety arrangements which will 
mean that there will be a delay in offering a place. 
 
Will you be offering Breakfast and After School Club? 
No. There is no requirement for schools to do this at this time, because it would lead to 
more potential spreading of any infection. 
 
What will happen if I don't send my child back? 
Teachers will continue to provide home learning and will remain in contact with families. 
Those teachers who return to school will not be providing the home learning for their own 
class; this will be done by another teacher who is working from home. It might be that 
because of this, there is a delay to replying to emails, etc. This is because teachers will be 
providing home learning for more than one class. 
 
Remember, families will not be penalised if they choose to keep their children at home. 
Thank you for your patience, there is a huge amount of organisation to do here, and we are 
all working on something we have never tried to do before. We will no doubt make errors 
and will all be learning from these! 
 
Kind regards, 
Rachel Miller 
 
 


