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PCC SECRETARIES 
Rosemary Whiffin Abbotskerswell  01626 365626  
Vacancy  Kingskerswell with Coffinswell 
 

PCC TREASURERS 
Mel Adderley   Abbotskerswell  07786 227175 
Sue Bowers  Coffinswell  07967 807104 
Peter Thompson  Kingskerswell  01626 205181 
 

ORGANISTS 
Julie Arrow            Abbotskerswell  01626 356877 
Lynne (Jenny) Bower Coffinswell  01803 875067 
Michael Roberts  Coffinswell  01626  335091 
Heather Cooper  Kingskerswell  01803 872926 
 

MAGAZINE EDITOR 
Elaine Moate       01803 872743 
 

BELLRINGING CAPTAINS 
Liz Smyth-Osbourne  Abbotskerswell  01626 368400  
Philip Stevens  Kingskerswell   01803 873562 
 

ABBOTSKERSWELL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Mr Kevin Martin    01626 353605 
 

KINGSKERSWELL C OF E (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Mrs Karen Strachan    01803 873398 
 

HALLS FOR HIRE 

Abbotskerswell Church 
House 

 01626 369845 
wjh.midden@outlook.com  

Kingskerswell Community 
& Leisure Centre 

 01803 872267 

Kingskerswell Pavillion 
www.kingskerswell-pc.gov.uk/ 
pavillion-playing-field-bookings 

Kingskerswell School  01803 873398 

Kingskerswell Village Hall  01803 873534 

Kingskerswell Parish Centre 
    01803 873006 
admin@w3church.co.uk 

 
 
 

 

 

http://www.kingskerswell-pc.gov.uk/
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DATES & TIMES OF WORSHIP AT THE PARISH 

CHURCHES OF ABBOTSKERSWELL COFFINSWELL and 

KINGSKERSWELL for July 2026  

Abbotskerswell 

Sun. 5th 10.30am Eucharist 

Sun. 12th  8.00am  Eucharist BCP 

  10.00am Sunday Club in the Church House 

  6.00pm Evensong 

Sun. 19th 10.30am Eucharist 

Sun. 26th 10.30am Family Worship. Songs of Praise-  

    Creation 
 

Coffinswell 

Sun. 5th 9.00am  Morning Worship 

Sun. 12th 9.00am  Eucharist 

Sun. 19th  9.00am  Eucharist 

Sun. 26th  9.00am  Morning Worship 
 

Kingskerswell 

 Sun. 5th 10.30am Family Worship 
Sun. 12th  10.30am Eucharist 
Sun. 19th  10.30am Morning Worship 
Sun. 26th  10.30am Eucharist 
 

For further information please contact the Parish Church Office. 

  

PARISH REGISTERS 

Holy Baptism. “The Family of God welcomes,” 

24th May. Henry Ashley John Hill, son of Samuel and Amy Hill 

at St Mary’s Abbotskerswell. 
 

Holy Matrimony.  “Best Wishes and Congratulations,” 

30th May. Marriage of Samuel Thomas Smith and Katy Louise 

Roberts at St Mary’s Kingskerswell 
 

Funerals. “Rest eternal grant to them Lord,” 

22nd May. Interment of Ashes of the late Doreen Gilpin at 

Kingskerswell Churchyard. 
 

22nd May. Interment of Ashes of the late Rosemary Edith Porter 

at Kingskerswell Churchyard. 
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Funerals. “Rest eternal grant to them Lord,” 

5th June. Interment of Ashes of the late Winifred Wickens at 

Abbotskerswell Churchyard. 
 

19th June. Interment of Ashes of the late Dorothy Medcraff at 

Kingskerswell Churchyard. 
 

23rd June. Burial of the late Diane Barge at Kingskerswell 

Churchyard 

 

PASTORAL LETTER FROM OUR VICAR 

I have always had a great fondness for history, so the proliferation of 

history podcasts over the last few years has been great. Recently I 

was listening to a really interesting one about the Sumer civilization 

who lived in what was Mesapotamia and is now modern-day southern 

Iraq. They were a truly ancient people who flourished between c.3500 

BCE and 2000 BCE. The more I heard about the Sumerians, the more 

impressed I became. They were an absolutely remarkable civilisation 

and I can recommend looking them up. 
 

They are credited with making some of the key foundations in human 

development. Their many achievements include developing 

cuneiform, one the first, if not the first known system of writing 

(Although I found it a bit of a let-down to learn that writing was 

originally developed in order to keep track of tax records and 

agriculture trade). 
 

It is thanks largely to the thousands of little clay tablets, full of 

cuneiform writing, that we know about the Sumerians in such detail. 

They made foundational advances in engineering and agriculture. 

They worked out how to construct sophisticated canal and irrigation 

systems. It was so well organised that they could produce large crop 

surpluses. This allowed people, for the first time in history, to live 

together in dense, urban centres. There had been cities before but 

nothing like the complex and organised urbanisation of the 

Sumerians. They are often credited with inventing the “modern” city. 

At its peak, their civilization was based on a network of independent 

city-states, probably the most well-known are Uruk and Ur. Ur was a 

spectacular city! 
 

Whilst the Sumerians may not have actually invented the wheel, they 

are credited with the landmark invention of the Potter’s Wheel and 
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then, by rotating the concept of the wheel by 90 degrees, the 

development of 4-wheeled battle wagons and the first 2-wheeled 

chariots. 
 

By any standards they were remarkable, resourceful and inventive 

people. So it came as a shock to learn that climate change had played 

a crucial role in their decline and collapse. 
 

To start with, their wonderful irrigation system that had been so vital 

to their growth and prosperity, had also lead to the inadvertent  

salinization of their soil, when dissolved mineral salts rose up into 

the topsoil and ruined it for crop production. It became harder and 

harder for them to feed their large population. As if this wasn’t bad 

enough, they then suffered a mega-drought! It is known scientifically 

as the “4.2-Kiloyear” event. Changes in ocean currents and 

atmospheric patterns triggered a severe 200 to 300 year drought 

across large parts of the Near East. There was widespread famine and 

75% of towns and cities were abandoned as people desperately 

sought better living conditions. 
 

While this dramatic climate change is not solely to blame for the 

collapse of the Sumer Civilisation, it most certainly did produce a 

domino-effect that clearly shows how significant environmental-

change can act as a catalyst for bringing existing political and 

economic problems to their breaking point. It is sobering to note that 

the 4.2 Kiloyear event did not only lead to the collapse of the 

Sumerians in Mesopotamia; in Egypt the “Old Kingdom” collapsed 

and 4.2 Kiloyear’s catastropic effects were even felt as far as the 

Indus Valley. 
 

Before anyone tries to dismiss the significance of all this as a mildly 

interesting bit of ancient history, we must take note that it happened 

again 1000 years later with what is called the “3.2-kiloyear” event. 

This is often called the Late Bronze Age Collapse. This time the 

region’s most famously decimated were Greece, Turkey, Levant and 

Egypt (the New Kingdom). Among its victims are famous names like 

the Mycenaean Greeks, the Hittites and Troy. An interesting point for 

readers of the Bible is that it is thought that the mysterious "Sea 

Peoples" mentioned in Biblical texts were part of the mass migrations 

caused by the widespread droughts and crop failures in the region. 

The most well-known of these Sea Peoples who settled in the land 
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became known as the Phillistines. 
 

It should be very obvious why all this distant history made such an 

impact on me. It doesn’t matter how sophisticated and creative a 

civilisation might become, in the past or our present, we become 

powerless in the face of drastic changes in weather patterns. The 

strain that “climate crisis” puts on our ability to have enough water 

to produce sufficient food inevitably acts as a catalyst on any pre-

existing political and economic problems in our society.  If we put 

our heads in the sand and pretend nothing needs to change, then we 

would be as foolish as those who peddle simple, quick fix solutions 

to such a monumental challenge. 
 

We don’t know what the future holds, but one thing is absolutely 

certain. Our Grandchildren and great-grandchildren, at the end of this 

21st Century, will be living in a very different world. We might just 

about be still in time to have some influence on how some of those 

changes work out, although it is quite likely that it is already too late. 

Whatever happens, no-one can say that history didn’t contain enough 

warnings. We think we are so much cleverer than the people of the 

past. That is a highly questionable opinion. In 1905 the Spanish writer 

and philosopher George Santayana famously wrote “Those who 

cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it” 
 

Genesis 2:15 The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to 

tend and watch over it. 

Michael Wilkie 

Vicar 

 

PRAYER-LINE 

If you have an urgent prayer request, please contact the following. 

She will pass on the prayer need, along the line. 
 

 

Sue Rider   325851 
 

“The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective” (James 

5.16). 

Prayer requests are confidential. Please let us know of answers to 

prayers too. 
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PILGRIMS WITH PICNICS (DEVON)  

Saint Mary the Virgin, Lynton. There 

can be few more stunning views from 

a church yard in Britain, looking 

down on Lynmouth and over the 

Bristol Channel. Tower is 13th C but 

most of what we see is around 1900. 

The interior is stunning with 

beautiful glass and altars. The pulpit 

is superb and very "Arts and Crafts". 
 

Just so much history here, back to the 

bronze and iron ages, and for obvious 

reasons as a strategic and defensible 

spot (numerous hill forts). 
 

The Battle of Cynwit was fought here 

(hill fort on Countisbury Hill). 

Forgotten now but monumental in its 

day when Oddo a discounted Saxon 

chieftain was confronted by a 

rampant Ubba, a wildly successful 

Viking overlord. The Vikings 

outnumbered the Saxons and 

arrogantly prepared to annihilate the 

beleaguered Saxons but Oddo didn’t 

give them chance to prepare for siege 

and attack: he threw the Saxon 

defenders into an attack which 

seemed so unlikely and he totally 

crushed the Viking invaders. In so-

doing he started to turn the tide of the 

wider battle. England was piecemeal 

being overrun by Viking forces and 

King Alfred had fallen back to a “last 

redoubt” in the Somerset levels. 

Ubba was to press him from the 

North West until Oddo took the 

offensive and suddenly, the Vikings 

were not so ineluctable. 
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Lynton later became a great centre for tourism as the railway reached 

the town via a branch line from Barnstaple. The Romantic Poets fell 

in love with the magnificent terrain and Lynton became exotic. The 

church epitomises the very best in the “arts and crafts” movement: 

look at that pulpit and the glorious altar. That metal work was centred 

just down the road in Barnstaple at the production lines of Shapland 

and Petter. 
 

1952 saw the truly dreadful disaster of Lynton and Lynmouth (the 

latter is at the foot of the monstrous North Devon cliffs). A “biblical” 

downpour, very localised, fell into the bogs of northern Exmoor, 

filled the headwaters of the River Lyn and the deluge swept down to 

the sea taking buildings and lives in its path. 
 

Unlike the battle this will not be forgotten. 
 

Lynton and Lynmouth are truly wonderful places to visit. The Valley 

of Rocks is in the lee of England’s most towering cliffs peopled by 

wild goats which have roamed as a herd since the Bronze Age. 

We have had so many picnics here……. 

Phil Shute  

 

KINGSKERSWELL NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

Next monthly meeting:  Tuesday July7th. 2026. 
This will be our Annual Barbecue at Sara & Steve's stables, 

"Yonder Alderney", Edginswell Lane. Meet from 6.30p.m. with food 

and drink, cutlery etc. This is always an enjoyable evening. Our 

thanks go to Sara and Steve for their hospitality and delightful venue. 

The nearest Sat/Nav.is: TQ12 5LU. The nearest property is: 

"Springfield", 24, Edginswell Lane, K/K. 
 

Next Field Meeting:  Tuesday 21st.July 2026. 

This will be a group visit to Bovey Heathfield to see many insects, 

dragonflies and wild flowers. 
 

Meet at the Community Centre at 10.00a.m. or at 10.30a.m. at the 

Bovey Heathfield site, at the far end of the Industrial Estate (near 

"Dragoon Close"). Remember... good footwear, binoculars, ... a 

cuppa afterwards. Sat/Nav. is TQ13 9DV. 
 

Any queries, please contact 07817 360337. 

Pauline Lawrence 
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POST OFFICE VAN OPENING HOURS 

The post Office Van in Fore Street, Kingskerswell will park as close 

as allowed to the old Post Office. 

 

Opening Hours  

Tuesday 10.00 am – 12md 

Thursday 10.00am – 12md 

 

This is a ‘USE IT OR LOSE IT’ service 

 

PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 

The year always seems to go faster in the summer, warmer, months - 

it seems to me. It’s the time of growing, blossoming, being outside 

more - with the added opportunity of seeing more friends, old and 

new, whilst out and about enjoying and seeing what changes nature 

has brought this year. Maybe a visit somewhere you enjoy?  A cafe, 

the sea, the moor, a garden centre?  Life seems more enjoyable in the 

nicer weather. 
 

It needs to be noted that the nicer weather can get very hot and, as 

one resident told me last month, having been very active and outside 

living all their life, that you don't notice that as you get older the heat 

really can affect you and you can get dehydrated and exhausted more 

easily - so please do take extra care of your selves and your friends 

and neighbours during times of intense heat. 
 

If you have been down to the park in recently you will have noticed 

the new patio outside the pavilion. KKPC again apologises for the 

inconvenience and disruption to the 2 disabled parking spaces being 

blocked whilst this work was going on, and hopes that the replaced 

broken slabs in front of the pavilion, the wider path at the playpark 

side of the pavilion and the extended apron of the patio will be worth 

it. The objective of this work  is not just to repair the broken slabs 

that were difficult to walk on or push a push chair, wheelchair, 

rollator, walking frame or drive a mobility scooter on; it was about 

this and making the area more user friendly year round. The work has 

been carefully done in conjunction with the 3 sports clubs that use 

the playing fields so as not to be a problem for their matches and 

practices. It is hoped that the patio will be able to be used and enjoyed 

year round, along with a drink from the cafe or vending machines - 
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and that the heavy picnic tables will last for many years to come, now 

that they won't be sitting in wet ground for a good proportion of the 

year. The turn around the path at the side of the pavilion has been 

hazardous for mobility scooters for many years and now it is hoped 

that those getting about via a mobility scooter will be able to access 

and enjoy the park in a much safer manner, especially in the muddy 

months. No more mobility scooters stuck in the mud. As a reminder, 

the Diamond Jubilee gardens have matting under the grass in the 

centre, with the objective of providing a firm base for wheelchairs 

and mobility scooters. The funds for this project came from 3 sources, 

from the Pavilion Club CIC, from CIL (Community Infrastructure 

Levy on new homes) and from the Parish Council. 
 

At the May Annual Parish Meeting Cllr John Radford was 

unanimously re-elected as Chair of KKPC and Cllr Jane Taylor was 

unanimously re-elected as Vice Chair. Jane and John are also our 

TDC Cllrs.  I hope you will join KKPC in wishing John a thorough 

and speedy recovery from his recent surgery. 
 

One of the many projects that our Chair, Cllr John Radford, has 

enthusiastically led on is the Churchway Lane Field and Allotments. 

The Allotments came into fruition last year with great success and 

this 2nd year is so successful that, despite all the serious rabbit proof 

fencing, the wildlife has managed to burrow in under the container 

that provides secure lockers for allotmenteers and have been feasting 

on the tender young shoots.... Also a squirrel cheekily popped out 

from under the protective netting on one allotment.... Teething 

troubles and more for all of us involved to learn - the Church 

allotments also had to fend off enthusiastic rabbits in the early 

days.  Very upsetting for the new allotmenteers who have lost their 

hard work in growing of a crop. Peter Rabbit looms large. 
 

Part of the Churchway Lane Field project - which is for the greater 

part for Youth Activities - is making the area suitable for use for the 

Navigators and any other groups who want to use it - whilst 

complying with Health and Safety and with the needs of the wildlife. 

Navigators now have a storage container for their equipment for 

Forrest School type of activities - one of the "retired" Navigators 

completed the 10 Tors event this year - congratulations.  KKPC 

wants to sincerely thank Co-Create Architects who chose the 

Navigators and Churchway Lane Field as their Annual Day of Giving 
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to a Community Project and spent the entire day on 29th May 

constructing a shelter attached to the storage container. Thanks also 

to Bradfords for donating the materials for this project for free. The 

building day itself was very much like a party or festival - and the 

weather was perfect for it.  This project will hopefully be enjoyed by 

the Navigators and their families, allotmenteers and users of the 

Community Garden that is in the process of being built next to the 

allotments - but separate from them. Alex, our Facilities Maintenance  

Manager, who  did all the construction work for the allotments, has 

built a privacy fence and a shelter in the community garden, whilst 

Cllr John Radford has planted some beautiful climbers to begin the 

growing. The plan is to have wheelchair accessible growing areas and 

a centrepiece with pathways around. Our Clerk applied for and won 

a grant from the National Lottery for the cost of the ground works to 

create this area - £2,560.00. KKPC hopes that the Community Garden 

will be enjoyed by many people in the years to come. There are also 

plans for a community orchard - potentially for next year. 
 

In other news, as of time of writing this, the Water Lane toilets are 

open again. Unfortunately KKPC has to keep closing them due to 1 

person in the village who persists in vandalising them and creating 

the most disgusting and health hazard messes in them - which then 

have to be cleared and cleaned up by Alex. It is really unacceptable 

that anyone should be expected to have to do this un-necessary work 

caused by deliberate vandalism. 
 

Don't forget to Save The Date for Saturday August 15th, 12 - 5 

Family Fun Day in the playing fields. If you or a friend or family 

member is able to help out, it would be much appreciated - please 

contact our Clerk Juliette   info@kingskerswell-pc.gov or Deputy 

Clerk Cara   enquiries@kingskerswell-pc.gov.    KKPC also has 1 

Cllr seat available - if you are interested in learning more, please 

contact our Clerk, or ask any current Cllrs any questions you might 

have.  
 

As always, wishing you and your loved ones a safe and healthful 

month ahead, 

Cllr Janet Carter, on behalf of KKPC. 

 

mailto:info@kingskerswell-pc.gov
mailto:enquiries@kingskerswell-pc.gov
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I’ M FINE THANK YOU 

There’s nothing the matter with me, 

I’m as healthy as I can be. 

I have arthritis in both my knees 

And when I talk, I talk with a wheeze. 

Sleep is denied me night after night,  

But every morning I find I’m alright. 

My memory is failing, my head’s in a spin,  

But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in. 

How do I know my youth is all spent? 

Well my ‘get up and go’ has got up and went. 

But I really don’t mind when I think with a grin 

Of all the grand places my ‘get up’ has bin. 

‘Old age is golden’ I’ve heard it said, 

But sometimes I wonder as I get into bed, 

With my ears in the drawer, my teeth in a cup, 

My eyes on the table until I wake up. 

‘Ere sleep over takes me, I say to myself, 

‘Is there anything else I could put on the shelf?’ 

When I was young my slippers were red,  

I could kick my heels over my head. 

When I was older my slippers were blue, 

But I could still dance the whole night through. 

Now I am old my slippers are black, 

I walk to the store and puff my way back. 

I get up each morning and dust off my wits, 

And pick up the paper and read the ‘Obits@. 

If my name is still missing I know I’m not dead, 

So have a good breakfast – and face what’s ahead! 

Sent in by Susie Lawrence 

 

WHEREVER THE WIND BLOWS YOU. 

In ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’, Freddie Mercury suggests that the 

character of the song will go wherever the wind takes him. 
 

Which way does the wind blow? No matter how the directions are 

marked, a compass with be useless without a fixed point to work off.  
 

God is our fixed point. Look for Him wherever the wind blows you. 
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QUIZ TIME 

YORKSHIRE RIVERS 
This month’s theme is YORKSHIRE RIVERS. See if you can find 

them, and by using the letters and characters left over, can you find 

and answer the question? 
 

 

AIRE   ARKLE  CALDER 

CRIMPLE  DERWENT  EARBY 

FOULNESS  HOLME  HULL 

HUMBER  LEVEN  LOXLEY 

NIDD   OUSE   RIBBLE 

RICCALL  RYBURN  SEVEN 

SKIRFARE  SWALE  TUTT 

WASHBURN 
 

FIRST TO NOTIFY 
Another success for yours truly, as no-one sent in the correct phrase. 

The hidden phrase was WE MAY ALL NEED THESE AT 

SOMETIME. Very close, (but alas not close enough) was Helen 

Rowswell who sadly submitted the phrase WE MAY ALL NEED 

THE SEAT SOMETIME. Correct letters and order, but wrong 

words. I was looking for THESE AT, not THE SEAT! Better luck 

next time, Helen. 
 

Do you want to be the next “guest creator”? It’s really easy as all you 

have to do is provide the words and I’ll do the rest. Give me a call if 

you want further information. 

David Moate (07734 276810) (dmoate@hotmail.com) 

 

D R Y B U R N I D Y A N 

O I U S E V E N K N I R 

R C O S W A E S E Y R U 

I C T E R V E A A E E B 

B A T N E W R E D L L H 

B L M L I B N L P X K S 

L L H U Y N A M R O R A 

E S U O Y C I E O L A W 

R K L F L R B D L S H I 

R E L I C M S C D A A L 

L E T T U T E D A B W E 

C K ? H E R A F R I K S 
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  USEFUL INFORMATION & TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

 
EMERGENCY: POLICE, AMBULANCE & FIRE  999 

 
PCSO’s (Police Community Support Officers) 
Sharon McCaffey     101 
 
Kingskerswell & Ipplepen Primary Healthcare Team 
School Road, Kingskerswell   01803 874450 
Torbay Hospital     01803 614567 
Newton Abbot Hospital    01626 324500 
Social Services     01392 384900 
The Samaritans (24 hours)   01803 299999 
Alcoholics Anonymous    08457 697555 
British Gas     0800   111999 
SW Electricity     0330 123 5001 
SW Water     0344 346 1010 
Bus Travel (Stagecoach)    01392 427711 
Rail Travel (Enquiries)    03457 484950 
 
Kingskerswell Library    01803 873723 
Opening times 

Monday 10.00am - 1.00pm  
Tuesday 2.00pm -  5.00pm 
Wednesday  2.00pm -  5.00pm 
Thursday Closed 
Friday 2.00pm -  5.00pm 
Saturday 10.00am -1.00pm 

    
Kingskerswell Playgroup              07562 342884 

Mon, Tues, Wed & Friday 9.00am-3.00pm 
   

Kingskerswell & District Garden Association 01803 873709 
 
Teignbridge District Council   01626 361101 
 
Abbotskerswell Parish Clerk   01364 654607 
Coffinswell Parish Clerk    07860 658002 
Kingskerswell Parish Clerk   01803 872573 
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THE THREE WELLS MISSION COMMUNITY 
ABBOTSKERSWELL, COFFINSWELL AND KINGSKERSWELL  

 

 
VICAR 

Michael Wilkie     
Three Wells Churches Office 
Church End Road 
Kingskerswell  Vicarage 01803 875248 
TQ12 5LD  Mobile  07925 067595 

Office   01803 873006 
     admin@w3church.co.uk 
Website:    www.ackchurch.org.uk/ 
Search on Facebook for ‘The Three Wells Mission Community’ 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Tuesdays    8am to 4pm 
Wednesdays to Fridays  10am to 3pm 

 

READER 
John Dunn   01803 872972 

 

CHURCHWARDENS 
 

ABBOTSKERSWELL  
Richard Whiffin   01626 365626  
Pat Heath   01626369416 

 
COFFINSWELL 
Gordon Bower   01803 875067 
Michele Berry   01803 875644 

 
KINGSKERSWELL 
Sandra Dunford            01803 921723 
Trevor Heal    01803 872538 
 

 

mailto:admin@w3church.co.uk

